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NEW BOOK RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT PARK RANGER’S MYSTERIOUS 
DISAPPEARANCE

On July 21, 1996, James Randall Morgenson – one of the National Park Service’s most 
celebrated  characters  –  grabbed his  radio  and his  backpack and walked  out  into  the 
wilderness on patrol. He never returned. 

In  The Last  Season, Eric  Blehm takes  us  inside  the  mind of  Randy Morgenson and 
meticulously recounts one of the most  intensive search-and-rescue operations in NPS 
history.  A backcountry ranger in California’s  High Sierra  Mountains for nearly three 
decades, Morgenson was a legend within Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, but 
he was also human with inherent flaws. The solitary man was keeping a few secrets—
secrets that led those searching for him to suspect that maybe he didn’t want to be found. 

Blehm  goes  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  High  Sierra  to  chase  the  ghost  of  Randy 
Morgenson,  weaving  haunting  details  about  the  ranger’s  life  with  the  story  of  those 
risking their own lives to search for a missing friend. What emerges is a portrait of a 
complicated, thoroughly original, and wholly fascinating man, and a look at what can 
happen when one lives a life without compromise.

Was Randy Morgenson murdered? Did he take his own life? Or did he just walk out of 
the woods one day intent on wiping the slate clean and starting anew? The Last Season 
offers us the adventure we crave from wild places, the romance we seek in harsh lands 
and human emotion, and reminds us that no matter how deep we venture into the wilds, 
we can’t escape ourselves.

Eric Blehm is the former editor of TransWorld SNOWboarding, the author of Agents of  
Change, and co-author of P3: Pipes, Parks, and Powder. He is also a freelance journalist 
who frequently  writes  about  snowboard  mountaineering  and adventure  travel.  Blehm 
lives in Southern California with his wife and son.

The Last Season
by Eric Blehm
HarperCollins
April 1, 2006
ISBN: 0060583002

###

350 West 43rd Street     Suite 22E     New York, NY 10036
Phone: (347) 596-4400   Email: info@pilotpublicity.com   www.pilotpublicity.com


